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on Hoats. In spite of very little experience, basing the
design of the floats on engineering common sense and
intuition, I succeeded in producing reasonably good
pontoons. They were made of wood, with the bottoms
entirely flat, and the plane was connected with rubber
shock absorbers to the floats to gain flexibility. I made
several flights in Libava, taking off from the water in
a ship that was at that time by far the largest seaplane
in the world. The flexible suspension of floats proved
to be successful; the plane moving smoothly even over
choppy water, while the floats were bouncing and
rocking*
I returned to Petrograd around the soth of July
to find the approaching storm apparent in the capitol.
A considerable number of people did not want war.
It would be more correct to say that no one wanted it.
The government did not want it nor did the head of
the government. Czar Nicholas II. There was, how-
ever, a definite and widespread conviction that the
aggression against Serbia was not justified by a political
assassination. In the past, Russia had suffered greatly
from political murders that were organized and often
financed from abroad; yet a war was never even con-
sidered as a result of these events. Therefore, the pre-
vailing conviction was that if Serbia was attacked
Russia could not remain indifferent.
The tragedy which began during the latter part of
July is well known to all and needs no further com-
ments.
During the two previous years, I had passed a good
deal of time in September and October at the military
airport of Petrograd in connection with the air meets.
But although in 1914 I spent a large portion of my